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anne arundel county>>

>> www.meadewelcome.com

The Land of Pleasant Living

Anne Arundel County has been called the Land of Pleasant Living, and for good 
reason. Our half a million county residents enjoy over 500 miles of Chesapeake 
Bay shoreline and over 60,000 acres of protected green space and agricultural 
land. The county is also known for being the home of the U.S. Naval Academy 
and some of the state’s most charming sights.

The historic City of Annapolis, located in Anne Arundel County overlooking 
the Severn River, is still reminiscent of the booming 18th century seaport it 
once was. The cozy brick streets in Annapolis’ historic downtown district lead 
past buildings that have stood for more than 300 years. The Maryland State 
House, for example, is the oldest state capitol building still in legislative use 
in the United States.

Many boating enthusiasts, whether they prefer sail or power, choose the 
county for their home because of its convenient water access. Nature 
lovers appreciate the more than 70 parks in the county, including wetlands 
sanctuaries, biking and hiking trails, fi shing spots, boat rentals, and historic 
sights. With more than 534 miles of coastline, Anne Arundel County is naturally 
known for boating and water sports, fi shing, crabbing, water skiing, sailing 
and swimming. But that’s just the beginning. For nature lovers, there are two 
state parks, over 70 county parks and several nature preserves. The county 
also is home to numerous greenways, including the 13-mile Baltimore and 
Annapolis Trail, where walkers, runners, bicyclists and equestrians pass sunny 
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mornings and afternoons. There’s a wide variety of recreational programs for 
all ages; from dance to gymnastics to fi ne arts to fi tness and fun camps, not to 
mention wilderness challenge camps for children and teens.

Surrounded by nature at its best, county residents can also enjoy the 
performances and amenities of many local cultural organizations, including 
Maryland Hall for the Creative Arts, which houses the Annapolis Opera, the 
Annapolis Symphony Orchestra, and the Ballet Theater of Annapolis.

With Ravens and Redskins football and Orioles and Nationals baseball home 
games a short drive away, you can be sure to be part of the action when these 
professional teams compete.

Anne Arundel County Public Schools

The Anne Arundel County Public Schools (AACPS) offer a challenging and 
comprehensive curriculum for students in pre-kindergarten through grade 
12. As the fi fth-largest school system in the state of Maryland and the 41st 
largest in the nation, AACPS educates more than 75,000 children each year. 
The system has 118 schools, including three centers for students with special 
needs. AACPS is the second largest employer in the county with over 10,500 
employees, almost half of whom are teachers. Nearly 80% of our graduates go 
on to study at a two- or four-year college or university.

AACPS delivers a rich and exciting pre K-12 learning environment for Anne 
Arundel County youth. One of our primary goals is to increase substantially 
the number of young people who see real value and reward in studying and 
working in science, technology, pre-engineering and mathematics (STEM) 
discipline areas. By increasing the pool of engaged participants, especially 
those from backgrounds traditionally under-represented in the STEM 
pipeline, we can help ensure that the supply of graduates will meet future 
local, regional, state and national needs in this critical area.

The fi rst STEM Magnet High School Program in the county opened in fall 2008 
at North County High School. The school enrolls students from the Meade, 
Arundel, Old Mill, Glen Burnie, Chesapeake, Northeast and North County 
feeder systems. The second STEM Magnet, South River High School, will open 
in the fall of 2009, and will enroll students from the Severna Park, Broadneck, 
Annapolis, Southern and South River feeder systems.

AACPS is also proud to have three schools which are International 
Baccalaureate World Schools. Annapolis, Meade and Old Mill high schools are 
fully authorized by the International Baccalaureate Organization to offer the 
IB Diploma Program for students in grades 11 and 12.



>> www.meadewelcome.com
44

Anne Arundel Community College

Established in 1961, Anne Arundel Community College (AACC) is a fully 
accredited, public, two-year institution offering credit programs leading 
to an associate degree, certifi cate or recognition. Students may prepare for 
transfer to a four-year institution or for an immediate career. AACC also 
offers extensive lifelong learning opportunities and noncredit, continuing 
education to those seeking career training or retraining, working to boost 
basic skills or pursuing new areas of interest. While the college’s campus is 
in Arnold, Maryland, classes are held all around the county, as well as at two 
satellite locations – Glen Burnie Town Center and Arundel Mills. The Arundel 
Mills facility is just 10 minutes from Fort Meade.

In 2006, Maryland selected the Anne Arundel Community College facility 
at Arundel Mills as a Regional Higher Education Center (RHEC) to provide 
a regional facility with state-of-the-art technology to support the region’s 
economic development and educational needs. The RHEC enables students to 
seamlessly transition from AACC into Bachelor’s or Master’s degree programs 
or professional studies certifi cates offered by the college’s four-year partners 
in the AACC University Consortium. It also allows some AACC graduates 
to pursue Bachelor’s and graduate degrees without leaving the county. 
Partnering with AACC in the University Consortium are the College of Notre 
Dame of Maryland, McDaniel College, Stevenson University and University of 
Maryland University College.

AACC participates on BRAC planning committees at the state and local levels, 
preparing for the estimated 25,000 jobs which are expected to come to the area 
by 2011 as a result of BRAC. The college has degree and certifi cate programs in 
vital areas such as cyber crime, homeland security and information systems 
security, as well as transportation, logistics and cargo security.

AACC also has responded to the call to increase science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM) education through the creation of the STEM 
Center at the Arundel Mills facility, and there are numerous STEM-related 
program pathways through the Tech Prep programs for high school students.

Anne Arundel Community College is located at 101 College Parkway in Arnold. 
For information, call 410-777-AACC or visit www.aacc.edu.
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Anne Arundel County Web Sites

Anne Arundel County   •   www.aacounty.org

Anne Arundel Economic Development Corporation   •   www.aaedc.org

Anne Arundel County Conference and Visitors Bureau   •   
 www.visit-annapolis.org 

Anne Arundel County Public Schools   •   www.aacps.org 

City of Annapolis   •   www.ci.annapolis.md.us

Living in Anne Arundel County

Town
Distance to 
Fort Meade

Average Home Sales
Price (Jan.-Jul. 09)

Annapolis 20 miles $470,685

Crofton 13 miles $313,724

Crownsville/Millersville 11 miles $466,447

Glen Burnie 8 miles $235,881

Linthicum 10 miles $266,144

Gambrillis 6 miles $446,914

Pasadena 13 miles $307,798

Severn/Fort Meade/Odenton 0-5 miles $306,836

Severna Park 11 miles $480,255

Anne Arundel County Events 
January through June 2010

Maryland Hall for the Creative Arts Presents: Farmer Jason
January 24

Annapolis Symphony Orchestra presents “Peter and the Wolf & Green Eggs 
and Ham” with actor, Michael Boudewyns
February 6

Annapolis Restaurant Week 2010
February 15 – 21
www.AnnapolisRestaurantWeek.com

Annapolis Symphony Orchestra presents “Sexy Sounds” 
with Jose Luis Novo Conducting
March 26 – 27
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Patuxent Research Refuge Presents: Spring Wild Turkey Hunt
April 10 – May 22

Flea Markets at the Fairgrounds
April 10, May 8, June 12 

Craft Festival at the Fairgrounds
April 24 – 25

Tractor Pull at the Fairgrounds
April 25

Annapolis Symphony Orchestra presents “High Blood Pressure” 
with Jeffrey Chappell on piano.
May 7 – 8 

Demolition Derby at the Fairgrounds
June 5

Annapolis Arts & Crafts Festival
June 12 – 13

For more information on these events, visit 
www.visitannapolis.org/event-calendar/index.aspx
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baltimore city>>

>> www.meadewelcome.com

Baltimore City is well represented by more than 225 diverse and beautiful 
neighborhoods. At its center is a vibrant and bustling downtown that 
stretches along the Inner Harbor waterfront and up toward our very own 
Washington Monument, the fi rst to be built in the nation. Located throughout 
our neighborhoods, you will fi nd numerous parks, quaint business districts, 
diverse houses of worship and friendly neighbors ready to welcome you to 
Baltimore.

Baltimore City is not only home to 640,961 residents, it is also the hub for such 
educational institutions as The Johns Hopkins University and the University 
of Maryland Baltimore; the corporate headquarters of Legg Mason, T. Rowe 
Price and Under Armour; and arts and cultural centerpieces such as the 
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, the Baltimore Museum of Art, and Center 
Stage Theater.

Recreation and leisure opportunities abound with our beloved Orioles and 
Ravens, four public golf courses, and opportunities to sail the Patuxent River 
and the Chesapeake Bay from area marinas. We also have independent movie 
theaters, community performance venues and our renowned ethnic festivals 
held throughout the year.
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Educational Opportunities

Various educational opportunities exist for children within our extensive 
public school system, as well as charter schools and numerous private and 
parochial schools located throughout the city.

Baltimore City features the Ingenuity Project, the system’s innovative 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) program, which 
has a history of success. Designed to prepare highly capable and motivated 
Baltimore students to achieve at nationally competitive levels in math and 
science, the program is offered at three middle schools (Hamilton, Mount 
Royal, and Roland Park) and one high school, Baltimore Polytechnic Institute. 
Poly Ingenuity students have a 100% graduation rate, with many of its 
graduates pursuing Ivy League educations. The city has three high schools 
– Baltimore Polytechnic Institute, City College and the School for the Arts – 
which are ranked as some of the top high schools in the state. Baltimore City 
also leads the state in the number of charter schools, many with specialized 
curricula. For more information on K-12 educational opportunities, go 
to www.baltimorecityschools.org or www.livebaltimore.com/resources/
gettingconnected/education/.

A variety of higher education opportunities abound. A ‘Baltimore Scholars’ 
Program, through The Johns Hopkins University, provides free tuition 
to graduates of Baltimore City public schools who are accepted into the 
university’s undergraduate programs. Baltimore City Community College 
offers open admissions for all high school graduates and GED diploma 
recipients. The college offers 30 Associate degree programs and 27 certifi cate 
programs, with opportunities to transfer credits to four-year Maryland 
colleges and universities.

The housing stock varies – from apartments and condos, to our famous row 
homes, to detached single family homes – all in neighborhoods within an 
easy walk of the many amenities the city provides.

Baltimore City residents are fortunate to have exceptional health care 
institutions, including The Johns Hopkins Hospital and the University of 
Maryland Medical Center. Health care institutions are continuously adding 
services and facilities with expert medical and support staff. Today, the city 
is home to 18 hospitals, supported by dozens of satellite offi ces, medical 
centers and urgent care facilities.

Baltimore…We ♥ City Life!
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Kiplinger magazine rated Baltimore’s Mount Vernon 
neighborhood one of the 12 great places to retire.

SustainLane ranked Baltimore City #10 out of 50 
of the nation’s largest cities for sustainability in 2008.

Baltimore was rated 12th out of the top 40 US cities 
for walkability by Walk Score in 2008.

The New York Times magazine’s “Second in Command” article 
designated Baltimore one of fi ve great second-tier cities that are the 

new cultural hotbeds. Other cities cited include Portland, Oregon, 
Houston, Denver, and Minneapolis-St. Paul.

Rolling Stone voted Baltimore “Best Scene” in their Best of Rock 2008.

Travel & Leisure magazine dubbed Baltimore’s American 
Visionary Art Museum one of 10 places to see before you’re 10.

Baltimore City Communities

Neighborhoods
Distance from 

Fort Meade

Western & Southwestern 15 miles

The rolling, wooded hills of the city are the best way to describe much 
of the southwest region. While shopping and other conveniences of city life 
are close, they’re not too close. Neighborhoods like Hunting Ridge, Ten Hills, 

Westgate, Franklintown Road, and the historic mill town of Dickeyville 
are fi lled with larger, single-family homes with all the character of their winding, 

tree-lined streets. You will fi nd a mix of housing types in areas like Violetville 
and Irvington, while the southwest also has its share of rowhouses 

in Rognel Heights and Morrell Park. Highlights: Gwynns Falls, 
Leakin Park & Trail, Carroll Park Mansion and Golf Course, and bike trails.
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Southern 17 miles

Almost destroyed to make way for I-95, Federal Hill and Otterbein have 
since been meticulously restored and renovated over the past three decades. 

Today, that spirit of renewal has spread to up-and-coming neighborhoods like 
Locust Point, Brooklyn, Riverside Park, Ridgely’s Delight, Union Square, Washington 

Village, and Barre Circle. All are rich in history and proud of it. Most offer great 
access to highways and rail systems and are within walking distance to the

 Inner Harbor, downtown, and the stadiums. Your living options include mostly 
rowhomes with some new condos along the waterfront. Highlights: Oriole Park 

at Camden Yards, Fort McHenry, M&T Bank Stadium, rooftop decks with postcard 
views, Federal Hill Park, fresh fi sh and fl owers at historic Cross Street Market.

Eastern & Southeastern 21 miles

The culture found in Little Italy, Greektown, and Highlandtown is genuine. 
So is the energy in the revitalized areas like Canton and Fells Point. With plenty 
of restaurants, shops, and art galleries within walking distance plus easy water 

access and a great view from almost every rooftop deck, there’s little doubt why this 
area is so hot. Homes are mostly rowhouse style, often fully renovated and many 

feature waterfront access. For larger rowhomes, check out Butchers Hill, Washington 
Hill, and the Patterson Park areas. Highlights: Patterson Park, proximity to water and 
Inner Harbor, Greektown, Fells Point, Hopkins/Bayview Campus, Little Italy, antique 

shops, many neighborhood and ethnic festivals, and fi shing and boat docking.

Central 18 miles

Where city life becomes urban living. Upton’s Marble Hill, Bolton Hill, 
Mt. Vernon, Reservoir Hill, Seton Hill, and Madison Park neighborhoods are 

comprised mostly of large scale rowhouse buildings. Fifteen-foot ceilings, plaster 
moldings, and sitting parlors were built to impress, and they still do. You’ll fi nd 

some new construction, but much of the area is on the historic registry and 
deservedly so. (F. Scott Fitzgerald lived in Bolton Hill when he wrote Tender 

is the Night.) Within walking distance to many downtown offi ces, there’s great 
shopping, dining, art, theatre, and, if you’re lucky, a chance to be cast as 

an extra in one of many fi lms shot in this area. Highlights: Hippodrome Theatre, 
Mt. Vernon Square, Lyric Opera House, Inner Harbor, Meyerhoff, 

Symphony Hall and Arena Playhouse, Walters Art Museum, Peabody Institute, 
Center Stage, and public sculpture along Mt. Royal Avenue.

Northwestern 25 miles

You can fi nd a suburban, family-oriented feel in the city, and neighborhoods 
like Ashburton, Coldspring/Newtown, Forest Park, Cheswolde, Glen, Howard Park, 

and Windsor Hills prove it. This area is a diverse collection of stone cottages, 
ranchers, rowhouses, and large single-family detached homes with plenty of 
room to roam. There is also diversity in the culture, including strong Jewish 

and African-American communities. From the northwest, it’s easy to get 
downtown; but in such tightly knit neighborhoods with plenty of local services,
 it’s also easy to stay home. Highlights: Hanlon Park, Lake Ashburton, Forest Park 

Golf Course, Pimlico Race Track (home of the Triple Crown Preakness Stakes).
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Baltimore City Events 
January through June 2010

Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Celebration Parade
January 18
www.bop.org

St. Patrick’s Day Parade & Shamrock 5K Run
March 14
www.irishparade.net

Kinetic Sculpture Race
May 1 
www.kineticbaltimore.com

Flower Mart
May 7 & 8 
www.flowermart.org

Live Baltimore’s “Buying into Baltimore” Western Region
May 8 
www.livebaltimore.com

Showcase of Nations Ethnic Festivals
On-going through September 
www.promotionandarts.com

For more information on the ciy, visit 
www.livebaltimore.com/brac or brac@livebaltimore.com
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Affordable Living

Baltimore County surrounds the metro area’s Beltway (I-695) with neighbor-
hoods and business communities to fi t every lifestyle. Living in Baltimore 
County means a convenient, comfortable blend of historic neighborhoods, 
suburban communities, waterfront living, and rural landscapes. 

With an average home sale price of $291,959 in 2008 and an overall cost of 
living below other northeastern cities, Baltimore County offers a combination 
of affordable living in a dynamic metropolitan area.

Educational Opportunities

The Baltimore County Public School system has an enrollment of over 120,000 
students, ranking it as the 26th largest school system in the United States. 
With a graduation rate of 82.21% in 2008 it had the 4th highest graduation 
rate among the nation’s largest school districts. In addition, almost 40% of 
its high schools were regarded among the best in the nation by Newsweek 
magazine. There are also 221 private schools spanning Baltimore County 
providing education for almost 25,000 students. Private schools range from 
religious to alternative, providing a wide range of options.

In terms of higher education, Baltimore County is home to Towson University, 
the second-largest public university in Maryland, Goucher College, Stevenson 
University, Loyola College Graduate Campus, three campuses of the Community 
College of Baltimore County and University of Maryland Baltimore County.
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Fun and Games

Baltimore County is just minutes from Baltimore’s Inner Harbor, professional 
sports stadiums, world class museums and theater. With more than 175 
miles of shoreline and over 70 marinas and yacht clubs, Baltimore County is 
a destination for boaters and fi shermen. The outdoors can also be enjoyed 
in over 10,000 acres of parks where you can hike, swim, kayak, bicycle, play 
soccer and much more. In addition, there are sixteen golf courses, including 
5 public courses. 

Tailgate gourmet-style with the international racing community during 
steeplechase season and also tour Baltimore County’s vineyards. Enjoy a picnic 
to music by the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra at its summer home at Oregon 
Ridge Park. Explore history at the 1790’s historic Hampton Mansion or the 
Glenn L. Martin Aviation Museums. This and much more is all here for you. 

Working Here

With more than 22,000 businesses, Baltimore County is Maryland’s second 
largest job center and fi rst in the Baltimore region. Baltimore is an incubator 
for many next generation technologies supporting headquarters for the Social 
Security Administration and Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Ft. 
Meade, and Aberdeen Proving Ground. Baltimore also is a center for medical 
and pharmaceutical discovery through Johns Hopkins, University of Maryland 
and more than 75 life sciences companies. New applications for interactive 
technologies are being developed here for military training and simulation, 
health care and entertainment. 

Black & Decker, McCormick & Company, and Maryland’s largest private sector 
bioscience employer BD Diagnostic Systems are headquartered in Baltimore 
County. Signifi cant operations for T. Rowe Price, Legg Mason, Bank of America, 
and Smith Barney offer opportunities in fi nancial services. Lockheed Martin, 
Middle River Aircraft Systems, Raytheon, and AAI anchor the region’s aerospace 
and defense industry.
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Baltimore County Communities

Town
Distance from 

Fort Meade

Catonsville/Arbutus 15 miles

Located on the southwest side of the Baltimore Beltway (I-695), 
Arbutus and Catonsville are just minutes from downtown Baltimore, 

BWI airport and MARC commuter rail. The Community College of Baltimore, 
Catonsville; the University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC); Charlestown 
Retirement Community; and St. Agnes Hospital are major employers in the area. 

A variety of housing options are available, but the area is best known for the 
large turn-of-the-century Victorian homes in Catonsville. 

Essex/Dundalk/Middle River 30 miles

Savvy investors are taking note of Dundalk, Essex, and Middle River. 
More than 5,000 new homes are planned or under construction in eastern 

Baltimore County, including waterfront homes, town houses and single 
family communities. Neighborhoods are close to downtown and I-95, 

and enjoy 28 parks and 175 miles of Chesapeake Bay shoreline. 

Owings Mills/Reisterstown 33 miles

Over the past 10 years, Owings Mills, located in the northwest area 
of Baltimore County, has been among the fastest growing areas of the county 

with its easy access to the beltway via I-795, new housing, schools, and a regional 
shopping mall. A new Owings Mills Town Center is under construction at the 

Metro rail station. Reisterstown, northwest along I-795, is known for its quaint 
town center and range of home choices, including affordable townhouses.

Randallstown/Pikesville 28 miles

Situated on the northwest side of the beltway, Pikesville offers vintage 
Victorians, spacious suburban houses, custom homes and condominiums. 
Affordable new townhouses are in particularly high demand by downtown 

workers. Shopping and dining can be found in downtown Pikesville. 
Nearby Randallstown along Liberty Road, is a busy suburban area with 

apartment complexes mixed with large single-family homes. 

Towson 28 miles

Towson, the county seat, is a small city with a courthouse, government offi ces, 
private businesses, and a large public library located downtown. It has a 

defi nite collegiate fl avor, thanks to the thousands of students from Towson 
University and Goucher College who make their temporary homes there. 

Restaurants, bookstores, and a regional shopping mall anchored by 
Nordstrom are among the attractions. Towson has a number of 

well-established neighborhoods with a variety of housing styles. 
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For more information about Baltimore County

Baltimore County   •   www.baltimorecountymd.gov/go/gateway
Baltimore County Public Schools   •   www.bcps.org
Baltimore County Conference and Tourism    •   www.visitbacomd.com

Baltimore County Events 
January through June 2010

Baltimore Coin and Currency Show 
January 24
Holiday Inn, Towson 
www.coinshows.com 

Maple Sugar Weekends
February 20 & 21, 27 & 28
Oregon Ridge Nature Center, Cockeysville
www.oregonridge.org 

Maryland Spring Craft Show
March 6 & 7
Maryland State Fairgrounds, Timonium
www.mdhomeandgarden.com 

Maryland Hunt Cup 
April 24
Steeple Chase Races, Worthington Valley located near Hunt Valley
www.marylandsteeplechasing.com

43rd Annual Towsontown Spring Festival 
May 1 & 2
Streets of downtown Towson
www.towsontownspringfestival.com

Great Grapes Wine Festival
June 12 & 13
Oregon Ridge Park, Hunt Valley
www.uncorkthefun.com
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You just can’t pick a better place to raise a family. Carroll County is proud 
to say that among nine comparison counties in the Baltimore/Washington 
area, Carroll has a lower cost of living and crime rate. Strong family-oriented 
communities offer a wide variety of safe, affordable places to live, great 
schools and state-of-the-art medical facilities.

Museums, cultural centers and theater events are easily accessible. Carroll 
County has 28 public parks and over 50 recreational programs offering diverse 
programs for all ages and interests. Both Piney Run and Bear Branch Nature 
Centers welcome the most avid outdoors person. Six public golf courses 
provide hours of enjoyment and challenge for golfers of all levels. Major 
tourism events, such as the Maryland Wine Festival® and the NFL’s Baltimore 
Ravens’ training camp, draw visitors from all over the nation, while year-round 
sports including NFL, MLB, NHL and NBA games are within a short drive.

Carroll County is rich in history and tradition. Civil War soldiers from both 
sides trekked and camped along our scenic roads on their fateful march to 
Gettysburg. Two different driving tours take visitors through the movements 
of more than 60,000 troops from the southern end of the county up to 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, while a walking tour in Westminster relives 
“Corbit’s Charge,” a cavalry battle that delayed the Confederate horsemen 
and may have helped seal the fate of the Confederate soldiers.
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Our agricultural roots are proudly displayed in the Carroll County Farm 
Museum, which provides a glimpse into the farming practices of yesteryear 
and is the site of the immensely popular Maryland Wine Festival®. For the 
adventurous, “pick-your-own produce” activities will keep you busy all 
season long. For those who prefer not to pick their own, just-picked fruits 
and vegetables are available at local roadside farm stands and an abundant 
number of weekly farmers’ markets.

Carroll County’s rural heritage and scenic views attract visitors who want to 
escape the hustle and bustle of a more hectic lifestyle, while our proximity 
to Baltimore and Washington, D.C. allows access to a tremendous variety of 
cultural and recreational activities. Experience the best of both while visiting 
Carroll County, Maryland.

Carroll County Public Schools

The Carroll County Public School System consistently ranks as one of the top-
performing school systems in the state of Maryland. Numerous awards, at both 
the state and national levels, have been bestowed upon Carroll’s instructional 
staff and students. The educational programs developed in the Carroll County 
Public School System are also recognized statewide and nationally for their 
high standards and innovative approaches.

Carroll County students consistently score above state and national averages 
on the Scholastic Aptitude Test and other standardized tests. Carroll County 
also has one of the highest college attendance rates in the state. Today, more 
than 28,000 students are enrolled in Carroll County Public Schools.

Elementary Schools: 22
Average Enrollment: 536   •   Average Class Size: 20.8

Middle Schools: 9
Average Enrollment: 745   •   Average Class Size: 25.3

High Schools: 7
Average Enrollment: 1,369
47.7% of students enter 4-year colleges
15.2% of students enter 2-year colleges

Career & Technology Centers: 2
National award-winning teachers, students and programs
Offer 28 accredited programs
Students can earn college credit
99% student employment rate
98% employer satisfaction rate



>> www.meadewelcome.com

Carroll Community College

 • A fast-growing accredited institution serving over 13,000 credit and 
  non-credit students;

 • Recognized as one of 31 community colleges nationally for its
   outstanding application of technology in higher education by the
  Center for Digital Education, Converge magazine, and the American
  Association of Community Colleges;

 • A cultural destination for the fi ne and performing arts; and

 • An innovative center of learning and a community partner in health, 
  education, and business.

Carroll County Web Sites

Carroll County Government   •   www.ccgovernment.carr.org

Carroll County Economic Development   •   www.carrollbiz.org

Carroll County Tourism   •   www.carrollcountytourism.org

Carroll County Public Schools   •   www.carrollk12.org

Carroll Community College   •   www.carrollcc.edu

Carroll Tech Council   •   www.carrolltechcouncil.org

Business & Employment Resource Center   •   www.carrollworks.com

Carroll County Events 
January through June 2010

Annual Random House Book Fair
March 5 & 6   •   Fri: 4:30 - 7pm; Sat: 9am - 4pm

Maple Sugarin’ Festival
March 7   •   10:30am - 4pm

Third Annual Chocolate Fest
March 21   •   2 - 5pm

Main Street Heat Chili Cookoff
March 27   •   9am - 6pm

Carroll County Easter Farmers Market
April 3   •   8am - 2pm

21st Annual Westminster Flower and Jazz Festival
May 8   •   10am - 4pm
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Sykesville Flower Festival
May 8   •   10am - 5pm

Piney Run Park Herb and Earth Festival
May 8   •   11am - 4pm

11th Annual Taste of Carroll 
May 17   •   6 - 9pm

Annual Westminster City Memorial Day Parade and Service
May 31   •   Parade: 10am, Ceremony 11am

Annual Sykesville Strawberry Festival
June 12   •   10am - 4pm

Carroll County Summer Farmers Market Opening Day 
June 19   •   8am - 1pm

Corbit’s Charge Commemoration:  Battle of Westminster
June 26 – 27   •   Sat: 10am til dark; Sun: 10am - 4pm
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Howard County, Maryland is a suburban community of over 282,000 
situated midway along the Baltimore-Washington corridor. It is a county of 
contrasts - a blend of old and new, urban and rural, historical and progressive. 
The county’s borders encompass Ellicott City, one of the country’s oldest towns, 
and Columbia, a planned community conceived and designed 40 years ago by 
The Rouse Company.

Strategically situated between Baltimore, Maryland and Washington D.C., 
Howard County is an international hub. With ready access to international 
airports, the Port of Baltimore, and our nation’s capital, Howard County is 
naturally attractive to government contractors, international businesses and 
a wide variety of other public sector companies. 

Strategic Location of Choice

A strategic location of choice for a diverse and thriving business base, Howard 
County is home to corporate and regional headquarters, a wide variety of 
technology fi rms, and manufacturers. 

Howard County’s top fi ve employers are: Johns Hopkins University Applied 
Physics Laboratory, Verizon Wireless, SAIC, Arbitron, and MICROS Systems. 
Other well-known major employers include Wells Fargo, Maxim Healthcare 
Services, Merkle, Dreyer’s Grand Ice Cream and W.R. Grace.
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Educated Workforce

A highly educated and talented workforce provides support to a variety of 
industry needs. Companies benefi t from unparallel access to a workforce 
of more than 2-million people within a 30-mile radius of Howard County. 
The Baltimore-Washington region ranks among the most highly educated 
metro areas in the U.S. There are more scientists and engineers in the region 
than anywhere in the nation. Howard County residents rank among the 
best educated in the country, with 57% of residents age 25 and over with a 
Bachelor’s Degree, and 27% holding an advanced degree. 

Unparalleled Quality of Life

The road between our nation’s capital and Baltimore runs directly through 
Howard County, Maryland. Designated as an “All-America County” by the 
National Civic League, Howard County is one of the nation’s most outstanding 
places to live, work, and play!

Howard County has a balanced blend of pastoral farms, historic towns, 
suburban communities, and urban lifestyle. Diversity surrounds you, from 
Columbia’s world-class shopping mall to historic Ellicott City’s Main Street 
fi lled with antiques, boutiques, and cozy restaurants. With all of this and 
so much more, it’s no wonder that Howard County’s Columbia/Ellicott City 
area was chosen as the Eighth “Best Place to Live” by Money magazine.

Howard County continues to receive national recognition. Howard County 
has also been nationally ranked “First Among Great Public Library Systems” 
by American Libraries; “Second Most Technologically Advanced Community 
in the U.S.” by USA Today; and “Ninth Best Quality of Life” by American City 
Business Journals.

When it comes to leisure-time activities, there are six regional parks, 
24 community parks, seven golf courses, fi ve lakes, and over 200 miles of 
walking, hiking, and biking trails. Sports Illustrated named Howard County 
as one of only eight communities nationwide to receive the “Good Sports 
Communities of the Year” award.

Howard County is also the location for the fi rst railroad terminus in the nation; 
the Historic National Road; Merriweather Post Pavilion, a premier outdoor 
amphitheater with headline entertainment; and Columbia, one of the largest 
planned communities in the country. In fact, Forbes recently ranked Columbia 
seventh among the top 25 towns to live well. 

With an ideal balance between its economy and its quality of life, Howard 
County is indeed the perfect place to live, work, and play.
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Howard County Public School System

A great community deserves great schools, and the Howard County Public 
School System is a recognized source of local pride. The school system 
consistently ranks among Maryland’s top school districts based on student 
performance on the Maryland School Assessments. Howard County students 
score above the national averages on standardized tests and over 90% of 
graduates continue their education beyond high school.

The mission of the Howard County Public School System is to ensure excellence 
in teaching and learning so that each student will participate responsibly in 
a diverse and changing world. The school system has 4,563 teachers, 61% of 
whom hold a master’s degree or above. Forbes magazine recently listed the 
Howard County Public School System among the top ten school districts in the 
nation when it comes to providing the best education for the price.

Howard County Web Sites

Howard County   •   www.howardcountymd.gov

Howard County Association of Realtors   •   www.hcar.org

Howard County Chamber of Commerce   •   www.howardchamber.com

Howard County Economic Development Authority   •   www.hceda.org

Howard County Library   •   www.hclibrary.org

Howard County Public School System   •   www.hcpss.org

Howard County Tourism   •   www.visithowardcounty.com

Columbia Association   •   www.columbiaassociation.com

Howard County Communities

Town
Distance from 

Fort Meade
Average Home 

Sales Price

Columbia 11 miles $309,000

Founded in 1967 on 21 square miles of farmland, Columbia is a planned 
community that consists of ten self-contained villages located in the eastern 

portion of Howard County. Developer James W. Rouse started Columbia with the 
idea that a city could enhance its residents’ quality of life. His plan for building 
each neighborhood around a village center gives Columbia a small-town feel. 

But the city also has an abundance of amenities other small towns can’t match, 
such as a major shopping mall, extensive recreational facilities, and a large concert 

pavilion. The vibrant town center features Lake Kittamaqundi, a promenade, 
and several restaurants. In 2006, Money magazine ranked Columbia (with Ellicott 
City, its neighbor to the north) #4 out of the 100 “Best Places to Live” in the United 

States. In 2008, Columbia and Ellicott City were ranked #8 on the same list.
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Elkridge 6 miles $313,400

Once a an active port on the Patapsco River, Elkridge is now a growing 
residential community in eastern Howard County that is laced with antiquity. 

Historic Main Street, lined with houses and small businesses, exists beside 
important commuter arteries such as Route 1, the nation’s fi rst highway, 

and Route 100, which links Elkridge to western portions of Howard County. 
Elkridge is one of the fastest growing locations in Howard County, offering 

an abundance of housing types, both affordable and upscale. Elkridge is located 
at the confl uence of three counties (Howard, Anne Arundel, and Baltimore) 

and is within 5-miles of Baltimore-Washington International Airport.

Ellicott City 12 miles $437,750

Ellicott City serves as the seat of Howard County government. It was 
founded in 1772 by the Ellicotts, three Quaker brothers from Pennsylvania, 

as a milling center.In 1830, Ellicott City became the fi rst terminus of the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. The old station, which stands today as a museum, 

has been designated a National Historic Landmark. Today, Ellicott City still retains 
the same small-town charm despite signifi cant growth. Beyond Ellicott City’s 

historic heart, residential neighborhoods offering a variety of housing from the 
northeastern tip of Howard County to its center. While the Baltimore National Pike 

with its large business district covers a portion of Ellicott City, open space fi lled with 
golf courses, parkland and upscale neighborhoods cover much of the landscape. 

In 2006, Money magazine ranked Ellicott City (with Columbia, its neighbor 
to the south) #4 out of the 100 “Best Places to Live” in the United States. 

In 2008, Ellicott City and Columbia were ranked #8 on the same list.

Savage 3 miles $343,000

Savage is a historic town located in the southeastern portion of Howard County 
about 10 miles south of Baltimore and 20 miles north of Washington, D.C. 

Once a community focused on a textile mill, its main employer, a renovation 
program established Savage Mill as a major permanent marketplace. With its 
new role as a festive showcase for quality arts, crafts, antiques, and specialty 
items, Savage Mill is more than a shopping destination. It’s a leisurely place 

to tour, enjoy, and to appreciate the history of a quiet mill town on the banks of 
the Middle Patuxent River. Savage is a close community with a park, a community 

hall and the annual Savage Fest to bringing residents even closer together. 

West Friendship 20 miles $749,000

Like many small communities in western Howard County, West Friendship 
developed gradually as settlers moved west. The town of West Friendship 

was once farming area where communities were centered around churches, 
schools and general stores. Today, farms and historic homes cover the land still 

inhabited by descendants of the earlier aristocratic families. While rolling farmland 
has also been joined by stately new houses on spacious lots, much of the beautiful 

rural areas remain. The many amenities found in or near West Friendship 
include a large senior center, a regional park with a 50,000 square foot 

community center, and the Howard County Fairgrounds - home of the Howard 
County Fair. In West Friendship, a shopping center may stand where farmland 

once existed, but tradition lives on in this small crossroads community.
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Howard County Events 
January through June 2010

Howard Life Festival
April 25 
www.tricolumbia.org/HowardLifeFestival 

Maryland Sheep & Wool Festival
May 1 – 2
410-531-3647  •  www.sheepandwool.org

Wine in the Woods
May 15 – 16
410-313-7275  •  www.wineinthewoods.com

Columbia Triathlon
May 23
www.tricolumbia.org

Capital Jazz Fest
June 4 – 6
www.capitaljazz.com

Columbia Festival of the Arts
June 11 – 26
www.columbiafestival.com
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Neighboring our nation’s capital—Washington, DC, Prince George’s County is 
rich in history and diversity. It is a vibrant, growing community and a family 
friendly location that all enjoy. Located less than 25 minutes from historic 
Annapolis, 45 minutes from Baltimore’s Inner Harbor, adjacent to Northern 
Virginia, and minutes to downtown D.C., this vibrant community is at the 
heart of the exciting Washington-Baltimore region. Blessed with excellent 
highway access as well as 8 MARC rail and 15 METRO rail stations (including 
one or more stations in all of the communities described below), Prince 
George’s County boasts a friendly business climate, skilled workers, and an 
outstanding quality of life.

Friendly Business Climate

15,600 businesses in the county employ more than 232,000 workers and 
over 480 of these businesses have 100 or more employees. Prince George’s 
County has one of the largest technology and aerospace sectors in the State 
of Maryland. Major private employers include ATK, CSC, SGT, SA-Tech, and 
Sun Edison. The County’s commitment to business growth and investment is 
refl ected by new facilities such as the Steeplechase 95 International Business 
Park and the University of Maryland’s research park, M2, as well as numerous 
new, high-quality mixed use developments, such as National Harbor on the 
Potomac, University Town Center in Hyattsville and Woodmore Town Center 
in Glenarden (coming online in 2010).
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Prince George’s County also has a signifi cant number of federal research 
labs and agencies within its borders. These include the NASA Goddard Space 
Flight Center, FDA, NOAA, US Army Research Lab (Adelphi) and the USDA 
Beltsville Agricultural Research Center. Andrews Air Force Base is Prince 
George’s County’s largest employer. Institutions of higher learning include 
the University of Maryland College Park, Bowie State University, University 
of Maryland University College (Largo), Capitol College (Laurel), and Prince 
George’s Community College (Largo).

Skilled Workforce

Often heralded as the wealthiest minority/majority county in the US, with a 
projected 2010 population of 862,800 persons, Prince George’s County ranks 
in the top 2% of the highest income, in the top 4% of persons with incomes 
over $100,000 or more, and in the top 2% of persons employed in executive 
or administrative positions. Within the State of Maryland, Prince George’s 
County has the second largest number of households with incomes above 
$75,000, and holds the same distinction regarding adults with college and 
graduate degrees.

Outstanding Quality of Life 

In Prince George’s County, visitors and residents alike can cheer for the NFL’s 
Washington Redskins at FedEx Field, experience the tallest spinning rapids 
ride in the Mid-Atlantic region at Six Flags America, enjoy over 40 miles of 
paved hiker/biker/equestrian trails and in excess of 23,000 acres of parkland 
that includes picnic areas, athletic fi elds, community centers, and recreation 
facilities. The County has many historic sites and museums dedicated to 
preserving and promoting its rich heritage, from Native American history to 
interplanetary exploration. Three performing arts venues add to the cultural 
mix along with such national amenities as the Smithsonian Institution, 
Kennedy Center, and National Gallery of Art that are just minutes away by car 
or Metro in Washington, DC.

Part rural, part suburban, part urban, Prince George’s County offers a wide 
variety of home styles, prices and locations from estate lots with luxury homes 
and country club gated communities to historic downtown neighborhoods 
and planned mixed use developments with condos, town homes and 
apartment units within walking distance of shopping and services. There are 
twenty-seven incorporated communities in Prince George’s County, including 
the following cities—all of which are located within 20 miles or less from 
Fort George G. Meade. Of these fi ve cities, all but Bowie are accessible to Fort 
Meade via US Route 1, Interstate 295 and Interstate 95/495.
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Prince George’s County Public School System

The second largest school system in the State of Maryland, Prince George’s 
County Public Schools gained unprecedented levels of student achievement 
in the 2008 Maryland State Assessment examinations. Scores rose at every 
grade level, in every subject, in every subgroup year over year, demonstrating 
that new programs and additional investments made to improve academic 
performance are benefi ting children throughout the County. Aggregate 
elementary school improvement in all subjects outpaced the State of 
Maryland’s improvement rate in 2008.

2007-2008 Public Schools Statistics
Elementary Schools: 142
Middle/Combined Schools: 32
High Schools: 24
Enrollment: 128,017
Expenditure per Pupil: $12,107
High School Enrollment: 41,184
High School Graduation Rate: 84.68%

Prince George’s County Web Sites

Prince George’s County Government   •   www.co.pg.md.us

Prince George’s County Economic Development Corporation   •   
 www.pgcedc.com

Prince George’s County Conference and Visitors Bureau   •   
 www.visitprincegeorges.com

Prince George’s County Department of Parks and Recreation   •   
 www.pgparks.com

Prince George’s County Public Schools   •   www.pgcps.org
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Prince George’s County Communities

Town
Distance from 

Fort Meade
Average Home 

Sales Price (Aug. 09)

City of Laurel 11 miles $264,715

Laurel was established in 1870 and now boasts a population of over 19,000, 
still without sacrifi cing its “small town” atmosphere. It is unique in that 
Laurel is the only completely independent city in Prince George’s County. 

Laurel residents can hike, bike or fi sh in the beautiful Patuxent River watershed, 
enjoy municipal recreation and sports programs, dine out at top notch 

restaurants, shop at one of many nearby malls, or enjoy antique and specialty 
shopping on restored, historic Main Street. With excellent public and 

private schools and low crime rates, the City has diverse residential communities 
and plenty of executive offi ce, commercial and industrial space. Laurel ranks 

sixth in per capita income in the State of Maryland and…thanks to strong local 
employers…an unemployment rate of less than 4%. 

www.laurel.md.us

City of Greenbelt 15 miles $190,705

The City of Greenbelt has gone into the history books as the fi rst community 
in the United States built as a federal venture in housing. From the beginning 

Greenbelt was designed as a complete city, with businesses, schools, roads 
and facilities for recreation and government. Today, much of the original features 

of this 1930s planned community and National Historic Landmark still exist.
In addition, the city itself has expanded to include additional shopping centers, 

high-rise offi ce buildings, garden apartments, townhouses and private 
development. Major employers in Greenbelt include the NASA Goddard 

Space Flight Center (NASA’S fi rst), with its Visitor Center that features NOAA’s 
Science on a Sphere as a major attraction. Not surprisingly, many of the County’s 

aerospace fi rms are located in or near Greenbelt. 
www.greenbeltmd.gov

City of Bowie 18 miles $289,642

The State of Maryland’s fi fth largest city, and the largest municipality 
in Prince George’s County, Bowie has grown from a rural 1800s settlement 

into an ideal city with a healthy economy and a much sought-after quality of life. 
Historically, the area is associated with thoroughbred horse breeding, 

but today it is home to such contemporary assets as Bowie State University, 
Bowie Town Center (a thriving retail complex), the US Census Bureau’s 

Super Computer Center, and the Bowie Baysox—the AA minor league affi liate 
of the Baltimore Orioles baseball team. Bowie’s housing inventory offers 
something for everyone—from historic homes in “Old Town” to modern 

communities in new developments. Over the last several years, 
Bowie has been averaging 500 new housing units, raising its current 
inventory to over 20,000 homes. Bowie is accessible to Fort Meade via 

Routes 3/32 and Routes 197/198. 
www.cityofbowie.org
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City of College Park 19 miles $213,986

Incorporated as a City in 1945, College Park is an historical place settled 
over 200 years ago. It has grown into the second largest city in 

Prince George’s County, covering fi ve square miles and having a population 
of over 24,000. The City is proud to have the oldest continuously operating 
airport in the world, and the museum located at the College Park Airport 

is a fun place to visit. College Park is also home of the fl agship campus of the 
University of Maryland system, with its outstanding sports and cultural 

venues (among them: Byrd Stadium, the Comcast Center, the Clarice Smith 
Performing Arts Center and Riggs Alumni Center) that are open for public 

enjoyment. A distinctive feature of College Park is its mixture of 
new and old residential communities that span US Route 1. 

www.collegeparkmd.gov

City of Hyattsville 20 miles $149,646

“A World Within Walking Distance,” the City of Hyattsville is a quiet, close-knit, 
diverse community with housing, shopping, dining and recreation options 

to fi t every taste. The neighborhoods in Hyattsville are thriving, stable enclaves 
of tree-lined streets with an architecturally eclectic housing stock hidden 
off major roadways. Some residents call them “front-porch” communities, 

because they have a small-town atmosphere where longstanding neighbors 
know one another yet always welcome new faces. Features that contribute 
to the area’s appeal as a good place to live include a thriving Arts District, 

affordability, and excellent access to the District of Columbia. University Town 
Center incorporates four existing offi ce buildings and three new residential 

projects. The current phase of development features a new, vibrant town center 
featuring wide pedestrian-friendly sidewalks, outdoor cafes, student housing, 

restaurants, retail shops, outdoor art displays, and a children’s museum. 
www.hyattsville.org

Prince George’s County Events 
Prince George’s County Conference and Visitors’ Bureau   •   
  www.visitprincegeorges.com
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Department of Natural Resources for fi shing and fi rearms permits   •   
     www.dnr.state.md.us/service

Anne Arundel County Community Services   •   www.aacounty.org

U.S. Post Offi ce Change of Address forms   •   www.usps.gov

MOTOR VEHICLE ADMINISTRATION
Maryland Drivers License   •   
     www.mva.state.md.us/driversserv/apply/default.htm

Maryland Registration   •   www.marylandmva.com/vehicleserv/reg/fees.htm

ELECTRIC COMPANY
BGE   •   www.bge.com/portal/site/bge

MARYLAND ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS  •  www.mdrealtor.org
Baltimore City/County Association of Realtors   •   
     www.realtorsbaltimore.com/history.php

Greater Baltimore Board of Realtors   •   www.gbbr.com

Anne Arundel County Board of Realtors   •   www.aarealtors.org

Howard County Board of Realtors   •   www.hcar.org

Carroll County Board of Realtors   •   www.carrollcountyrealtors.net

Prince George’s Board of Realtors   •   www.pgcar.com

REGIONAL HEALTHCARE
Anne Arundel County
Anne Arundel County Medical Center    •   www.aahs.org   •   443-481-1000

Howard County 
Howard County General Hospital    •   www.hcgh.org   •   410-740-7890

Prince George’s County 
Doctor’s Hospital    •   www.dchweb.org    •   301-552-8118

Carroll County  
Carroll Hospital Center    •   www.carrollhospitalcenter.org    •   410-848-3000

Baltimore City/County   
Johns Hopkins Hospital    •   www.hopkinshospital.org
St. Joseph Hospital    •   www.sjmcmd.org
University of Maryland Medical Center    •   www.umms.org/overview/index.html
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miscellaneous services
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{ Something we can always come up with }

A Full Service Advertising Agency

p: 410.893.3334  •  f: 410.893.3336
www.srbadv.com

Full Service Printing,
Graphic Design
Services &
Advertising Specialists

410.935.3214 (c)

dana@yourgraphicshop.com 
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Anne Arundel County

Piney Orchard Ice Arena
Wednesday Night Sailboat Races, Eastport Yacht Club
Quiet Waters Summer Concert Series
Maryland Renaissance Festival
Arundel Mills Mall
Maryland State House tours

Baltimore City

Pimlico Race Track
Baltimore Orioles
Baltimore Ravens
Baltimore Inner Harbor
National Aquarium in Baltimore
Maryland Science Center
Hippodrome Theatre
B & O Railroad Museum

Baltimore County

Basignani Winery
Fire Museum of Maryland
Ladew Topiary Gardens
Oregon Ridge Nature Center
Ultimate Watersports

Carroll County

Maryland Wine Festival
Carroll Arts Center
Western Maryland Railway Museum
Annual Old-Fashioned Corn Roast Festival
Westminster Fall Fest

cool things to do



>> www.meadewelcome.com
87

Howard County

Wine in the Woods
Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival
Columbia Festival of the Arts
Merriweather Post Pavilion
Lake Kittamaqundi
Centennial Park
Columbia Lakefront Summer Festival

City of Laurel

Montpelier Mansion - Laurel Museum
Laurel Race Track

Prince George’s County

Prince George’s Trap and Skeet Center
Goddard Space Flight Center
The Surratt House: A Prince George’s County National Treasure 
Washington Redskins at FedEx Field
Maryland Terrapins – University of Maryland College Sports

cool things to do
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How do I fi nd out about available jobs in Maryland?
Maryland Workforce Exchange   •   www.mwejobs.com
Anne Arundel Workforce Development Corporation   •   www.aawdc.org
BRAC Transition Assistance   •   www.cpms.osd.mil/

Who can I call in the Fort Meade region to get answers 
to general questions regarding BRAC activities at Fort 
George G. Meade?
Regional BRAC Specialist:  Diane Croghan   •   410-222-1377
Regional BRAC Specialist:  Raj Kudchadkar   •   410-313-6376
Fort Meade Alliance:  Julie Snyder   •   410-222-7410

How do I get to Fort Meade from Northern Virginia?
Leaders and planners representing the Maryland Federal delegation, 
The State of Maryland’s MTA, Department of Transportation and State 
Highway Authority, Fort George G. Meade, the National Security Agency, 
Defense Information Systems Agency, FGGM Regional Growth Management 
Committee transportation committee, BWI Business Partnership and the 
Fort Meade Alliance are working to address and prioritize the transportation 
projects in the Fort Meade region.

Programs and information brochures that highlight the various transportation 
modes available are being developed. Please visit www.ftmeadealliance.org 
for more information.

Do residents of Maryland pay a local income tax, as well as 
state income tax?
Maryland’s 23 counties and Baltimore City levy a local income tax which 
is collected on the state income tax return as a convenience for local 
governments. The local income tax is calculated as a percentage of your 
taxable income. Local offi cials set the rates, which range between 1.25 
percent and 3.20 percent for tax year 2009. 

Your local income tax is based on where you live - not where you work, or 
where your tax preparer is located. For more information regarding Maryland 
state and local taxes, please visit: individuals.marylandtaxes.com.

frequently asked questions
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Does the State of Maryland have a personal property tax 
(e.g. automobiles, boats, luxury items)?
No, the State of Maryland does not levy an annual personal property tax.

What is being done by Maryland schools to adjust to the 
infl ux of new families and children?
The Maryland State Department of Education is focused on educational 
excellence, workforce readiness, and child care delivery. The Department’s 
BRAC website provides families with a wide array of information about 
Maryland’s local school systems in an effort to better assist incoming families 
as they make the transition to Maryland.

On this webpage you will fi nd links to Maryland’s 24 local school systems; 
security clearance information; and publication and materials that are 
topic specifi c or that provide a snapshot of Maryland’s education excellence. 
Please visit: www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/programs/brac/

Is in-state tuition available for civilian, military contractual 
personnel relocating to Maryland?
The University System of Maryland, Morgan State University, and St. Mary’s 
College of Maryland have agreed to offer in-state tuition to eligible military 
employees, civilian contractor employees, and their family members who are 
moving to Maryland because of the Base Realignment and Closure Act. The 
waiver will not go into effect until you have taken up residence in Maryland. 
Contact the university you plan to attend for more information.

What are the housing opportunities available to those 
relocating to Maryland?
The Department of Housing and Community Development offers a range 
of mortgage and rental assistance options to fi t Maryland’s housing needs. 
Downpayment and closing cost assistance, interest only loans, as well as 
capital programs to assist in the construction of rental housing are among 
a variety of programs available. Please visit www.mdhousing.org/BRAC for 
more information. 

How long will it take to complete all the BRAC moves?
All moves must be complete by September 2011 with no mission disruption.

frequently asked questions
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